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“Classic New England in Fall” 
September 17-24, 2024 

 
Dear Parks and Recreation Traveler: 
 
Join us as we fly into Boston, MA and back on an 8-day adventure to explore Massachusetts, Rhode Island 
and parts of the Hudson Valley in New York.  Planned on the trip are visits to Newport, Rhode Island and 
Tours of the Newport Mansions—The Breakers & Marble House!  Also planned are a stop in the beautiful 
Hudson Valley, NY with a visit to the Culinary Institute of America and a tour of FDR Presidential Home.  
Additional visits will be to the Norman Rockwell Museum, Yankee Candle Flagship Store, Hammond Castle 
Museum and finally we board The Hurricane II in Gloucester, MA on a whale-watching tour with Cape Ann 
Whale Watch.  Before flying home, we visit the Minute Man National Park and learn the true meaning of 
the Minute Man.  As always this itinerary is subject to change at any time.        
 
Upon arrival on our non-stop flight from St Louis, a local certified Step-on-Guide will join our group as we 
explore the Historic District of down-town Boston with possible visits to USS Constitution, Old North 
Church, Paul Revere House, Faneuil Hall, Old State House, King’s Chapel and Burying Ground and the 
John Hancock Building.  Dinner will be at the Chart House on Long Wharf  on the Pier. 
 
We begin day two with a tour of the Mayflower II, an exact replica of the Mayflower ship the pilgrims 
arrived on in 1620.  We visit the A.D. Makepeace Cranberry Company and watch the actual harvest of  
cranberries from the Bogs.  This evening we board the Adirondack II, an elegant, 80-foot, turn-of-the-
century-style pilot schooner for a beautiful evening Sun Set Sail out of Newport Harbor.  Dinner this 
evening will be at The Landing Restaurant located on Bowens Wharf alongside The Adirondack II! 
 
Thursday morning, we tour two of the Newport Mansions, The Breakers & Marble House.                      
ALL ABOARD!  Step out of the ordinary and into the extraordinary, where ambiance, service, and cuisine 
come together as one.  Step up…Step back…return to the Golden Age of Railroading, when dining aboard a 
luxury rail car was a statement of elegance and privilege.  We board the Grand Bellevue Dinner Train for a 
First-Class dining experience! 
 
On Friday morning we visit the Shore Line Trolley Museum with a short ride on a vintage trolley.  Shore 
Line Trolley Museum has over 100 vintage transit vehicles, 65,000 photographic images, over 4,000 books 
and documents and about 1,000 small artifacts.  Dinner this evening will be at Stonebridge Restaurant. 
 
Saturday, we visit the Culinary Institute of America in Hyde Park, NY followed by a tour of Franklin D. 
Roosevelt Presidential Home also located in Hyde Park minutes down the road.  Enjoy some free time to 
shop in Historic Rhinebeck, NY .  Mid-afternoon we visit the FDR Presidential Library & Museum. 
Dinner this evening will be at Shadows on the Hudson with magnificent views overlooking the Hudson 
River. 
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Day six we visit the Norman Rockwell Museum which houses the world’s largest and most significant 
collection of Rockwell’s work, including 998 original paintings and drawings.  We will also visit Norman 
Rockwell’s Studio which is located on the grounds.  This afternoon we visit Yankee Candle Flagship Store 
located in South Deerfield, MA. 
 
On Monday morning we enjoy a guided tour of the Hammond Castle Museum located in Gloucester, MA.  
Sitting high on a bluff  overlooking the Atlantic Ocean, the castle brings together a unique combination of 
art, architectural elements and culture.  This afternoon get ready for “a whale of a time” as we board The 
Hurricane II and embark on a fascinating adventure of whale watching with Cape Ann Whale Watch. 
 
On Tuesday morning before heading to the airport and our flight home, we visit the Minute Man National 
Park Visitors Center.  Enjoy a 30-minute multi-media presentation “The Road to Revolution” in the theatre 
room at the Visitor Center.  This award-winning multi-media theatre program gives an excellent 
introduction to the historic events of April 19, 1775.  
 
The tour also includes 7 Dinners, 2 lunches, 7 Breakfasts,  Diner Train Ride, attractions, admissions, 
lodging, all gratuities, escort & deluxe motor coach transportation.   
 
Our coach will have full time Wi-Fi during the duration of our trip.  As always, this itinerary is subject to 
change without advance notice. 
 
Participants should be aware that this trip will include moderate to heavy walking.  Travelers will be 
negotiating steps/stairs on & off and up & down at various sites and motor coach during portions of the trip. 
 
Participants will be restricted to one piece of checked luggage and one carryon bag to be carried inside the 
motorcoach.  The carryon bag will need to be a soft-sided bag.  One piece of checked luggage and one 
carryon bag will be allowed on the motor coach.  Luggage tags & final itinerary will be provided to you 
closer to the actual departure date of the trip. 
 
Participants who register must also complete a consent waiver form which will detail emergency contacts 
and any current and pertinent medical or medicinal information.  This form will be sent at a later date. 
 
It will be the responsibility of the traveler to be punctual when the itinerary states a departure or group 
meeting time.  In order to meet our itinerary commitments and to be fair to our fellow travelers, we will not 
hold the bus because someone is late. It will be the responsibility of the traveler to rejoin the group. 
 
Fee Schedule: 
The cost of this wonderful trip will be $3750 per person (double occupancy).  The single traveler cost will 
be $4450 (Includes a single traveler supplement of $700 per single traveler).  The Triple traveler cost will be       
$3500 per person (triple occupancy).  This price is all inclusive and includes all gratuities.  We are asking 
you to pay in increments due to the cost of this trip.  You can make payments as often as you like, but we 
will need a minimum amount paid as follows: 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
Payment Schedule: 
Immediately: $50 per person deposit (non-refundable).  All refunds will be subject to a $50 refund fee.                                 
Friday, January 26: a minimum of an additional $900 must be paid. 
Friday, March 22: an additional $900 must be paid. 
Friday May 10, 2024 an additional $900 must be paid 
Friday, July 12, 2024: remaining balance of the trip must be paid in full.   
Friday, July 12, 2024: After this date no refunds of any kind will be given for cancellations due to our 
commitment to the various vendors involved with this trip (see the information on travel insurance, highly 
recommended). 

 
This trip will close out for registration on Friday, July 12, 2024     

 
TRAVEL INSURANCE:  Many of you have inquired about travel insurance for our extended trips.  Travel 
insurance is a method for providing you a means to recoup your cost should you have to cancel at the last 
minute or become sick on a trip.  We do not endorse any particular product, but after searching the internet 
we came up with a couple of sources for travel insurance. 
 
Travel Guard International, 1-800-826-4919 or www.travelguard.com  Several of our travelers have used 
this provider. 
 
Or compare several plans at once at www.InsureMyTrip.com or www.quotetravelinsurance.com  With 
either service you can purchase on line or over the phone.  Please make sure you understand what you are 
purchasing.  Buying the travel insurance is totally up to you and making any claim with the carrier is the 
total responsibility of the person purchasing the insurance. 
 
If you have any additional questions please do not hesitate to call 636-949-3372 or John’s direct line at 
636-949-3580. 
 
This trip is now open for registration and will be conducted on a FIRST COME-FIRST SERVE basis 
 
Thank you for considering traveling with us. 
Sincerely, 
 
 
John Pike 
Trip Planner 

http://www.travelguard.com/
http://www.insuremytrip.com/
http://www.quotetravelinsurance.com/

